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AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE ° 

This paper is submitted in response to the Office action mailed from the Patent Office on 
March 13, 2003. Applicants respectfully request that the remarks that follow be considered and 
that the rejections made in the Office action be withdrawn. Applicants believe that no fees are 
due. Should Applicants be in error, and additional time for responding to this Office action is 
required, please consider this paper as a conditional petition for an extension of time and 
conditional authorization to charge fees to Deposit Account No. 20-0531. 



In the Claims 

Claims 1-8 are currently in prosecution. Please amend claim 1 as follows (a marked-up 
version of the amended claim is attached at the end of this Amendment and Response): 

1. (TWICE AMENDED) A diode laser comprising: 

a. a plurality of semiconductor layers including a top layer, a bottom layer, and an 
intermediate emission layer, the top layer including a ridge formed on a top surface 
thereof and extending to a first edge of the top layer, the layers each having a refractive 
index associated therewith, the refractive index of the emission layer differing from the 
refractive indices of the top and bottom layers; 



AMENDMENT 



